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SUBJ: NEW ZEALANDS CASE ON FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING AT THE ICJ 

1 . ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTIN FINLAY TOLD ME 9 MAY THAT 
HE HOPES TO HAVE NEW ZEALAND’ S CASE BEFORE THE COURT 
BY EARLY JUNE. HE EXPECTS THAT THE HEARING WILL 
REQUIRE 10 DAYS TO TWO WEEKS WHICH WOULD STILT. GIVE 
ABOUT 10 DAYS BEFORE JUNE 25. 

2. HE UNDERLINED THAT NEW ZEALAND' S CASE WILL BE 
BASED ON TWO MAIN POINTS: 

A. PRECEDENT IN THE FORM OF UN RESOLUTIONS AND 
INTERNATIONAL TREATIES OPPOSING NUCLEAR TESTING, AND 

B. THE BELIEF OF HIS GOVERNMENT THAT THERE IS 
LACK OF SCIENTIFIC PROOF THAT NUCLEAR TESTING IN 
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THE ATMOSPHERE MAY NOT HAVE LONG- TERM HARMEUL 
EEEECTS. HE SAID THIS IS A CASE WHERE THOSE WHO 
TEST IN THE ATMOSPHERE MUST BE CONSIDERED GUILTY 
UNTIL THEY ARE PROVEN OTHERWISE SINCE SCIENCE HAS 
NOT YET DETERMINED ALL POSSIBLE ASPECTS OE EALLOUT. 

3. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THIS WILL BE A SEPARATE 
CASE FROM THE AUSTRALIANS, WHO AS CANBERRA HAS 
REPORTED, WILL EMPHASIZE THE KNOWN HARMFUL EFFECTS 
OE NUCLEAR TESTING. 
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1 . ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTIN FINLAY TOLD ME 9 MAY THAT 
HE HOPES TO HAVE NEW ZEALAND' S CASE BEEORE THE COURT 
BY EARLY JUNE. HE EXPECTS THAT THE HEARING WILL 
REQUIRE 10 DAYS TO TWO WEEKS WHICH WOULD STILT. GIVE 
ABOUT 10 DAYS BEEORE JUNE 25. 

2. HE UNDERLINED THAT NEW ZEALAND' S CASE WILL BE 
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